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CHAP.

Survivals
of Diana's
festival in
Italy.
Sicily,
Scandi-
navia.

owners of vineyards and orchards paid their respects to her
at Nemi along with other classes of the community.    We
have just seen that wine and apples still hanging on the
boughs formed part of the festal cheer on that day; in an
ancient fresco found at Ostia a statue of Diana is depicted
in company with a procession of children, some of whom
bear clusters of grapes ;* and in a series of gems the goddess,
is represented with a branch of fruit in one hand and a cup,
which is sometimes full  of fruit, in the other.2    Catullus,
too, tells us that Diana filled the husbandman's barns with,a
bounteous harvest8    In some parts of Italy and Sicily the
day of the Assumption of the Virgin is still celebrated, like
Diana's day of old, with illuminations and bonfires ; in many
Sicilian parishes the corn is then brought in sacks to the
churches to be blessed, and many persons, who have a favour
to ask of the Virgin, vow to abstain from one or more kinds
of fruit during the first fifteen days of August.4    Even  in
Scandinavia a relic of the worship of Diana survived in the
custom of blessing the fruits of the earth of every sort, which
in Catholic times was annually observed on the festival of
the Assumption of the Virgin.6    There is no intrinsic im-
probability in the view that for the sake of edification the
church may have converted a real heathen festival into a
The virgin nominal Christian one.    Similarly in the Armenian Church
" according to the express evidence of the Armenian fathers
of the year 700 and later, the day of the Virgin was placed
on September the fifteenth, because that was the day of
Anahite, the  magnificence  of whose   feast   the   Christian
doctors hoped thereby to transfer to Mary."6    This Anahite
or Anaitis, as the Greeks called her, the Armenian prede-
cessor of the Virgin Mary, was a great Oriental goddess,
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